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    Sons Of David
P.O. Box 14062

Merrillville, In 46410

Youth Mentor Program
Parent/Guardian Information

Overview

The Youth Mentor Program matches Sons of David with middle school students in one-to-one relationships for an academic year. Through these relationships, as well as recreational and group activities, our matches share friendship, support, and fun. Mentors and mentees get together at least once a week. Both mentors and mentees make a commitment to spend time together throughout the academic year. They can participate in activities that they both enjoy. The mentors are not private tutors, although sometimes pairs decide to work on homework together. We plan social group activities on a monthly basis that are open to all participants. We are also available at all times to answer questions, offer support and help matches work through challenges that may arise.

Recruitment of Mentors and Mentees

Mentors complete a written application, including two references. They then participate in a one-on-one interview with the Sons of David Committee, at which time they learn about the program in detail, and we get to know them and their background. After completing the interview process, the mentor must attend a training session. Mentees also complete a written application, which includes a parent/guardian consent form. We ask that parents attend an orientation held during the first and fourth quarter of the year to receive more information about the program and our guideline
Group Activities

We host social activities about once a month. These activities give us a chance to get together and have fun!  Along with program-wide activities, our Sons of David members coordinate other events throughout the year for smaller groups of pairs. This is to encourage a sense of community within in our program and creates a chance for our participants to get to know each other better. We really want to hear from mentees about what they would like to do.

What about transportation?

It is the responsibility of each mentor-mentee pair to decide on a transportation plan that will work for them. Please be aware that most mentors in the Youth Mentor Program do not have cars. If the mentor does have a car and is willing to drive your child, you will need to fill out a waiver form. If the mentor does not have a car and you cannot help with the transportation of your child, we often recommend that the mentor and mentee try to meet at a location that would be a midpoint and convenient for both. There is also a parent carpool list that parents can be placed on if they are interested in coordinating carpools to events with other parents whose children are in the program. 
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Youth Mentor Program
Mentee Application
Please write clearly and answer every question.
Date:                          


Name:                                                                                                                                                      


Age:          
Birthday:                               
 Ethnicity:                                 


Grade:                      

School:                                                                                                   


Name of Parent(s)/Guardian(s):                                                                                                                  


Address:                                                                                                                                                


City:                                                                                                          
Zip Code:                        


Home Phone Number:                                                                                                                        


Child’s Mobile/Pager Phone Number(s):                                                                                                    
                                                     
Parent’s Mobile/Pager Phone Number(s):                                                                                             
                                                     

Child’s Email Address:                                                                                                                                    
                                                               
Parent’s Email Address:                                                                                                                          


Do you prefer to receive news from the Youth Mentor Program regarding upcoming events and other important information via email, in the mail, or both?

How did you hear about the Youth Mentor Program? (Circle One)
Friend


Teacher

After School Program


Church
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Youth Mentor Program
PARENT/GUARDIAN CONSENT AND LIABILITY RELEASE FORM


I, 





____, give my consent for the Youth Mentor Program to the Sons of David to match my child, 


________________________________ I will also give consent for my child to participate in all Youth Mentor Program activities; including all organized activities and transportation. In consideration of the advantages of participation in the Youth Mentor Program, the undersigned agrees that the Sons Of  David shall be released and exempt from any liability for damages for bodily injuries or property damages that may occur as a result of participation in the Youth Mentor Program, except to the extent of insurance liability as provided by law.

Signature




 

Date

Print Name






Relationship to child

Address





City



Zip



__________________________   _______________________    
___________________
Home Phone Number           Mobile/Pager Phone Number
 
Work Phone Number

__________________________________________
Email Address





_________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact and Phone(s)
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Important Information for Becoming a Mentee

What is the purpose of the program?

The Youth Mentor Program is designed to give your child an opportunity to have a one-on-one relationship. Through these relationships, as well as recreational and group activities, mentors provide friendship, support, and guidance to your child. The mentors are there to act as a positive role model and confidant. 

Can other family members or I go with my child and the mentor?

A mentoring relationship is special in part because it is a one-on-one relationship. Even teens that feel very close to their parents sometimes need to talk with friends outside of the family. The mentor is an adult friend with whom your child can talk about things that concern him or her. Please respect their private time together. Moreover, mentors are not baby-sitters and cannot be responsible for anyone except their mentee.
The mentor and your child will inform you about their plans each week. If at any time you are uncomfortable with their plans, please let us know. Mentors will be sensitive to your parental concerns and will try to find an arrangement that is acceptable to you.
Who will pay for activities of the mentor and my child?

Mentors and mentees always pay for their own expenses. If there is a cost for an activity, then you or your child will be responsible for the youth’s fair share. Monthly events are provided to mentors with many low-cost or no-cost activity suggestions. As with any friend, mentors may treat your child occasionally, but it should not be expected on a regular basis.

What if there are concerns or questions I don’t want to discuss with the mentor?

Please feel free to contact David Lewis 219-629-1946 or email at sonsofdavid@att.net. We are here to make the Youth Mentor Program work for students, mentors, and parents. A Steering Committee member will call you several times during the school year to see how things are going. But don’t wait for them to call! We would like to know about anything that concerns you as soon as possible.
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